45    SPEECHES AT SUBJECTS COMMITTEE MEETING,
AHMEDABAD
December 27, 1921
After four hours' sitting this morning, the All-India Congress Committee
came to definite decisions on the most momentous issues. It not only adopted
by a very overwhelming majority Mr. Gandhi's central resolution,1 but also
defeated a formidable opposition of 52 members led by Hasrat Mohani who
fought for a change iu the Congress Greed in order to definitely lay clown the
attainment of swaraj without the British Empire as the object of the Congress
In optmirig the meeting, the President-, Hakim Ajmal Khan, announced
that he had received notices of amendments to Mr. Gandhi's resolution, which
in their real meaning came into conflict with the Congress Crciftd itself. He,
therefore, ruled them out of order, but suggested that if the movers so desired
they could bring them forward as substantive propositions.
As the position looked somewhat confused, Mr. Gandhi mack a short
speech ia course of which he analysed the contending issues and placed them
clearly before the House. He said that if Hasrat Mohani and others desired,
they could move separate resolutions urging change in the Congress Creed, but,
as his resolution was then, before the House, he wanted all to remember that
those who thought like Hasrat Mohani should not vote for his (Gandhi's)
resolution, because the very basis of his motion was that tho present Creed
must remain intact and that non-violence alone should be the weapon to fight
their battle to the end. The Hasrat Mohani party, on the other hand, he said,
stood for complete independence and fighting the battle by all possible means.
The issue was plain and he desired that those who did not want a change in
the existing Creed should vote at least for the spirit underlying his resolution,
remembering that, if later on they voted for the resolution of Hasrat Mohani,
they would nullify Mr. Gandhi's resolution.
The speech over, Mr. Gandhi's resolution was put to vote and carried
amidst acclamation, only 10 voting against.
Hasrat Mohani then moved his first amendment to the Creed, proposing
the attainment of swaraj by all possible and proper means in place of peaceful
and legitimate means.
This amendment did not get any appreciable support and the mover
thereupon withdrew it.
His next amendment declaring swaraj without the British Empire proved
to be the main bone of contention.
i Vide "Speech at Congress Session, Ahmcdabad-I", 28-12-192L